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Po Regions Engaged to Policies of Air 



Background 

Å The Po Valley represents a significant 
nonattainment area for PM, NO2 and O3 air 
quality limit values 

Å Around 450 000 tons of NOx, 90 000 tons of PM, 
250 000 tons of NH3 per year are emitted in the 
atmosphere by a wide variety of pollution 
sources mainly related to traffic, domestic 
heating, industry and energy production, 
fertilizers, breeding and other farming activities  

Å Meteorological conditions and the transport and 
dispersion of pollutants are strongly influenced 
by the morphological characteristics of the Po 
Valley and the northern Adriatic Basin. The 
transport of pollutants is limited by the Alps, the 
Apennines and the Dinaric Alps. Pollutants are 
transported across the Adriatic Sea, which 
influences the atmospheric circulation and the 
photochemical processes 

Satellite Image of Northern Italy in the winter season (source: MODIS radiometer, NASA)  



Why an integrated project: scope and expected impacts 
Å Air quality in the Po Valley is influenced by the meteorological and morphologic conditions that prevent 

pollutants dispersion in the winter periods, causing exceedances of limit values Ą Regional Air Quality Plans: 
All the Regions have implemented air quality plans over the past decade, but these plans have not been fully 
succeeded in reducing levels of PM, NO2 and O3 within the EU standards. Coordinated and large-scale actions 
should be undertaken in the Po valley to further reduce the levels of background air pollution 

Å Since 2005 Po Valley Agreements on air quality Ą In 2013 establishment of common actions on the most 
emitting sources: transport, biomass for domestic heating, energy efficiency, agriculture, with the 
involvement of the Ministry for Environment and other competent Ministries 

      PREPAIR will  

Â act on multiple sectors/policies and on multiple pollutants (PM, NO2, O3, NH3, VOC) 

Â help the full implementation of AQPs and of measures of the Po Valley Agreement on a larger territorial scale 
Ą environmental concrete actions by Regions and Cities 

Â establish a permanent data sharing infrastructure for monitoring and assessing air quality and measures 
implementation in the project areaĄ technical actions by EAs 

Â allow to assess and reduce pollutants transportation across the Northern Adriatic See 

and wants to 

Â strengthen the synergies among Regions and Environment Agencies on air quality issues and policies 

Â establish a Permanent government platform composed by: 
o Representatives of the Regions involved in air quality issue 
o Representatives of the Authorities in charge of complementary funds 
o Stakeholders 



Main data 

Integrated project financed under the thematic priority area Air of the Programme Life 
for Environment 

Budget: 16.805.939 ϵ 

EU co-financing: 9.974.624 ϵ 

Beneficiary coordinator: Region Emilia-Romagna, Directorate General for Territorial 
and Environmental Care 

17 Associated Beneficiaries 

From: 1/2/2017 to 31/01/2024  (7 yearsς 3 phases) 

Grant Agreement signed in December 2016 



Project area and beneficiaries 

6 Regions 
Region Emilia-Romagna; Region 
Lombardy, Region Piedmont, 
Region Veneto; Autonomous 
Province of Trento; Region Friuli 
Venezia Giulia; 
7 Environment Agencies  
ARPAE Emilia-Romagna; ARPA 
Lombardy; ARPA Piedmont; ARPA 
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Friuli Venezia Giulia; Slovenian 
Environment Agency 
3 Municipalities 
Bologna; Turin; Milan 
2 Private non-commercial 
agencies 
ERVET; FLA 



Emilia Romagna Region (coordinating beneficiary) 

Torre Palù, Goro (Ferrara) 



Lombardy Region 

Lago di Annone, Lecco 


